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The  Close  of  the  106th  Congress 

"The  17th  centiiri/  was  the  century  of  mathematics,  the  cooperation,  like  OSCE  (the  Organization  for 


18th  that  of  the  physical  sciences,  and  the  19th  that  of  biol¬ 
ogy.  Our  20th  century  is  the  century  of  fear.  ” 

Albert  Camus 
Neither  Victims  Nor  Executioners,  1946 
Translated  from  the  French  by  EKvight  MacDonald 

The  United  States  that  FCNL  wants  and  works  for  is 
a  United  States  that  promotes  freedom  from  fear.  Yet, 
our  Congress  continues  to  focus  on  funding  and 
developing  the  technologies  of  fear.  Despite  the 
unique  opportunities  created  by  the  end  of  the  Cold 
War,  our  national  leadership  has  huddled  against  the 
pillars  of  the  old  Cold  War  policy  edifice. 

In  the  late  1980s,  Richard  Barnet  and  John  Cavanagh, 
both  at  the  Institute  for  Policy  Studies  (IPS), 
described  the  structure  of  U.S.  Cold  War  policy.  Sim¬ 
ply  put,  they  said,  U.S.  policy  rested  on  four  pillars. 

■  Prevent  war  by  military  deterrence,  especially 
nuclear  deterrence. 

■  Structure  a  world  order  through  strong  military 
alliances,  like  NATO  (the  North  Atlantic  Treaty 
Organization). 

■  Enhance  regional  stability  and  peace  through  pre¬ 
paredness  for  military  interv^ention  abroad. 

■  Maintain  a  global,  liberal  market  system  for  the 
primary  benefit  of  western  industrialized  coun¬ 
tries  in  the  northern  hemisphere. 

These  pillars  should  have  been  rapidly  replaced  after 
the  Cold  War.  To  illustrate  the  possibilities  for  new 
thinking  and  new  policy,  we  offer  four  new  pillars. 

■  Prevent  war  by  arms  control  and  disarmament, 
especially  by  placing  ceilings  on  national  military 
budgets,  worldwide,  and  gradually  lowering 
them. 

■  Establish  a  new  world  order  based  on  strong, 
civil,  regional  organizations  for  security  and 


Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe),  and 
strengthen  and  enhance  the  capacities  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations. 

■  Enhance  regional  stability  and  peace  through  par¬ 
allel  initiatives  for  economic  development,  for 
reducing  the  levels  of  armaments,  and  for 
enhancing  local  and  regional  ci\41  police  capaci¬ 
ties. 

■  Reform  the  global  liberal  market  system  for  a 
right  sharing  and  sustainable  use  of  world 
resources. 

Congresses  and  presidents  have  squandered  the 
opportunities  presented  them  by  the  end  of  the  Cold 
War.  Worse  yet,  in  this  last  year.  Congress  struck  a 
blow  against  the  entire  architecture  of  arms  control 
and  disarmament  by  rejecting  ratification  of  the 
Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty.  President  Clinton's 
domestic  political  strategy  moved  him  to  initiate 
increases  in  the  military  budget  and  to  advocate  a 
National  Missile  Defense  system. 

The  U.S.-led  UN  economic  sanctions  against  Iraq 
have  contributed  to  a  humanitarian  catastrophe  in 
Iraq.  Friends'  testimony  that  the  end  does  not  justify 
the  means  has  been  confirmed,  once  again,  by  a 
failed  and  violent  government  policy.  We  must  call 
our  national  leaders  to  a  sane  policy  that  reflects  a 
reverence  for  life,  not  a  national  determination  to 
subordinate  all  others  to  the  will  of  the  White  House. 

FCNL's  work  is  cut  out  for  us.  Though  we  lack  the 
power  of  money,  though  we  don't  deliver  blocks  of 
votes,  though  we  eschew  the  power  that  comes  from 
the  barrel  of  a  gun,  we  have  much  truth  to  share  with 
the  public  and  our  elected  officials.  We  are  well- 
equipped  for  the  challenge  ahead,  because  truth  can 
be  a  powerful  medium  of  exchange,  even  in  Wash¬ 
ington.  Despite  the  trends  in  Congress  and  the 
Administration,  we  can  achieve  legislative  victories, 
and  we  can  advance  humanitarian  policies.  ■ 
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The  Washington  Newsletter  is  sent  free 
upon  request  and  automatically  to  cur¬ 
rent  donors.  Your  contributions  are 
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The  Military  Spending  Race 

This  year.  President  Clinton  and  Congress  have  acted  as  though 
they  were  in  a  race  to  increase  military  spending.  Together,  they 
increased  the  military  budget  authority  for  FYOl  by  more  than  $23 
billion  over  the  FYOO  level.  The  FYOl  total  (which  includes  discre¬ 
tionary  spending  for  nuclear  weapons  and  for  foreign  military  aid 
and  training,  and  mandatory  spending  for  military  retirements) 
amounts  to  more  than  $337  billion.  In  addition,  during  this  past 
year.  Congress  added  more  than  $8  billion  in  "emergency  spending" 
to  the  current  (FYOO)  military  budget. 

President  Clinton  led  the  way  to  increased  military  spending  in 
early  February  when  he  delivered  a  budget  request  to  Capitol  Hill 
that  proposed  increasing  military  budget  authority  by  $11  billion 
over  FYOO.  Under  the  President's  plan,  military  spending  would 
continue  to  increase  for  the  coming  several  years.  However,  the 
President  did  propose  spending  levels  for  most  other  discretionary 
programs  that  would  be  more  or  less  sufficient  to  keep  pace  with 
inflation.  He  also  proposed  new  expenditures  for  key  initiatives  in 
education,  for  Native  Americans,  and,  we  regret,  for  the  drug  war  in 
Colombia. 

The  Republican-led  Congress  countered  with  a  budget  plan  that 
called  for  increasing  military  spending  and  cutting  taxes.  To  pay  for 
this  plan,  the  Republican  leadership  proposed  to  freeze  or  reduce 
most  other  discretionary  spending  at  a  level  that  was  $30  billion  less 
than  the  President's  spending  plan.  Programs  that  advance  interna¬ 
tional  cooperation,  diplomacy,  humanitarian  relief  and  development 
assistance  were  threatened  with  deep  cuts. 

As  of  this  writing,  military  appropriations  and  authorization  bills 
have  been  completed.  The  most  egregious  regressive  tax  cut 
proposals  (including  the  proposal  to  end  the  estate  and  gift  tax) 
have  been  defeated.  However,  decisions  on  other  budget  priorities 
are  still  awaiting  the  outcome  of  final  negotiations  between  congres¬ 
sional  leaders  and  the  White  House  during  December.  Four 
appropriations  bills  are  still  not  settled.  These  cover  Labor-Health 
and  Human  Services-Education,  Commerce-Justice-State-Judiciary 
(which  includes  UN  funding),  Treasury-Postal  Service,  and  the 
Legislative  Branch. 

Both  George  Bush  and  A1  Gore  campaigned  on  platforms  that 
would  continue  to  increase  military  spending.  Thus,  the  outlook  for 
next  year  is  "more  of  the  same."  ■ 
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A  Few  Steps  in  the  Right  Direction 


The  106th  Congress  (not  quite  over  as  we  write) 
appears  to  be  ending  on  the  same  partisan  note  with 
which  it  began.  Both  parties  contributed  to  the  ran¬ 
cor  and  the  resulting  legislative  logjam.  Nonethe¬ 
less,  FCNL  notes  that  some  progress  was  made  in 
several  key  areas." 

■  President  Clinton  deferred  the  decision  to  begin 
construction  of  a  National  Missile  Defense 
(NMD)  system.  This  flawed  concept  of 
"defense"  would  unravel  decades  of  progress  in 
arms  control  and  disarmament.  While  the  pro¬ 
posal  for  the  NMD  is  by  no  means  dead,  the 
President's  refusal  to  authorize  the  start  of  con¬ 
struction  extends  the  opportunities  to  educate 
members  of  Congress  and  the  public  about  the 
perils  of  NMD. 

■  Legislation  directing  the  President  to  negotiate 
an  International  Code  of  Conduct  on  Arms 
Transfers  is  now  law.  Although  this  legislation  is 
a  compromise  with  flaws  and  omissions,  it  has 
also  significantly  shifted  the  terms  of  the  discus¬ 
sion.  The  political  debate  is  no  longer  whether 
U.S.  weapons  transfers  are  a  problem,  but  hozu  to 
address  the  problem  of  U.S.  weapons  transfers. 

■  Changes  in  language  that  had  been  inserted  in 
the  Defense  Authorization  Act  appear  to  have 
temporarily  closed  the  door  on  further  U.S. 
nuclear  weapons  development  and  testing. 

■  Progress  was  made  to  allow  the  sale  of  food  and 
medicine  to  Cuba  and  to  loosen  the  harmful  U.S. 
trade  embargo  against  that  country.  Strong 
bipartisan  congressional  support  for  easing  sanc¬ 
tions  was  evident,  in  spite  of  the  actions  of 
House  and  Senate  leaders.  Further  progress  is 
likely  in  the  107th  Congress. 

■  The  vote  for  permanent  normal  trade  relations 
with  China  was  the  most  important  legislative 
step  that  Congress  could  take  during  this  session 
to  help  advance  human  rights  in  China  and  to 
engage  constructively  with  the  government  of 


“  More  detailed  coverage  of  these  topics  may  be  found  in  previ¬ 
ous  issues  of  the  Washington  Neivsletter:  NMD  (March  2000), 
Code  of  Conduct  (March  2000),  mini-nukes  (July-August  2000), 
Cuba  Sanctions  (April  1999,  December  1998),  China  trade  rela¬ 
tions  (July-August  2000),  UN  dues  (May  2000). 


China  on  mutual  concerns  that  range  from  arms 
control  and  disarmament  to  human  develop¬ 
ment. 

■  It  is  now  reported  that  Congress  has  agreed  to 
fulfill  the  U.S.  commitment  to  the  United 
Nations  for  FYOl  by  paying  the  full  U.S.  dues  for 
the  UN  regular  budget  and  for  the  anticipated 
cost  of  on-going  peacekeeping  operations  ($846 
million).'"  This  represents  a  significant  advance 
over  the  much  lower  funding  levels  that  were 
initially  proposed  by  the  House  and  Senate  earli¬ 
er  this  year.  The  payment  of  U.S.  arrears,  how¬ 
ever,  remains  problematic  and  depends  in  large 
part  on  whether  the  UN  General  Assembly 
meets  Congress'  demand  by  acting  before 
December  to  reduce  the  U.S.  assessment  rates  for 
the  UN  budget  and  UN  peacekeeping. 


The  total  amount  that  the  U.S.  oioes  the  UN  for  past  dues 
is  less  than  the  recent  fuel  cost  adjustment  ($1.6  billion) 
that  Congress  granted  to  the  Pentagon  to  help  the  military 
pay  for  increased  fuel  costs  for  its  global  operations. 


■  In  a  rare  surge  of  eleventh-hour  bipartisanship, 
the  congressional  leadership  agreed  to  meet  the 
President's  full  request  for  $435  million  for  debt 
relief  for  the  poorest  countries  and  to  provide  a 
dramatic  increase  in  U.S.  assistance  in  the  strug¬ 
gle  against  the  HIV /AIDS  pandemic  overseas 
(aid  will  total  over  $300  million).  Other  vital 
humanitarian  and  development  assistance 
accounts  also  received  increases.  The  additional 
assistance  is  desperately  needed  to  help  the 
poorest  countries  address  their  poverty,  health 
care,  and  development  challenges.  Grassroots 
initiatives  such  as  the  Jubilee  2000  campaign 
appear  to  have  played  a  significant  role  in  mov¬ 
ing  Congress  to  this  agreement.  ■ 


As  of  this  writing,  the  Commerce-Justice-State-Judiciary 
Appropriations  bill  that  contains  this  funding  is  still  pending 
before  Congress  for  action  in  December,  but  the  contributions  to 
the  UN  are  reportedly  no  longer  at  issue  between  the  congres¬ 
sional  leadership  and  the  White  House.  The  fate  of  the  bill 
remains  uncertain. 
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Criminal  Justice 


Death  penalty.  Concern  about  wrongful  convictions 
and  the  possibility  of  wrongful  executions  is 
spurring  the  growth  of  a  death  penalty  moratori¬ 
um/abolition  movement  across  the  U.S.  During  the 
106th  Congress,  numerous  bills  were  introduced  to 
address  concerns  about  errors  in  criminal  cases  and 
to  limit  the  death  penalty.  Although  none  of  the  bills 
made  it  any  further  than  the  committee  hearing 
stage,  we  expect  the  movements  for  moratorium  and 
abolition  to  continue  growing  in  the  107th  Congress. 

Rights  of  Crime  Victims  Amendment.  A  proposed 
constitutional  amendment  that  would  define  specific 
rights  for  crime  victims  (potentially  at  the  expense  of 
the  rights  of  defendants  in  criminal  proceedings) 
was  defeated.  The  Rights  of  Crime  Victims  Amend¬ 
ment  was  a  well-intentioned  effort  to  address  the 


needs  of  victims  of  violent  crime.  However,  the 
measure  included  provisions  that  would  have  jeop¬ 
ardized  defendants'  access  to  equitable  and  prompt 
adjudication  and  would  have  burdened  the  criminal 
justice  system  to  the  detriment  of  other  important 
functions. 

Juvenile  justice.  Although  the  Senate  and  House 
each  passed  versions  of  a  juvenile  "justice"  bill  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  session  of  the  106th  Congress,  the  bill 
never  made  it  out  of  the  conference  committee 
because  of  profound  differences  between  the  ver¬ 
sions.  On  balance,  this  was  probably  the  best  out¬ 
come  since  both  versions  contained  provisions  that 
threatened  the  well-being  of  youths  held  in  the  crim¬ 
inal  prosecution  system.  ■ 


FCNL  Leads  the  Effort  to  Block 
Mini-nuke  Development 


This  summer,  FCNL  led  a  successful  effort  to  change 
a  provision  in  the  military  authorization  bill  that 
would  have  opened  the  way  to  the  development  of  a 
new  kind  of  nuclear  weapon  and  a  resumption  of 
nuclear  weapons  tests  in  the  U.S.  Though  FCNL 
will  likely  face  similar  legislation  in  the  years  ahead, 
this  was  a  significant  short-term  victory. 

Sens.  Warner  (VA)  and  Allard  (CO)  placed  a  provi¬ 
sion  in  the  Senate  version  of  the  FY2001  military 
authorization  bill  that  would  authorize  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  study  to  examine  the  feasibility  of  developing  a 
new  weapon,  known  as  a  mini-nuke.  A  mini-nuke 
would  burrow  deep  into  the  ground  to  destroy 
buried,  fortified  targets,  such  as  bunkers. 

The  development  of  mini-nukes  would  shred  the 
fabric  of  non-proliferation  and  test  ban  agreements 
that  the  international  community  has  been  weaving 
for  several  decades.  For  this  reason,  mini-nuke 
development  would  reduce  U.S.  and  global  security. 

FCNL  focused  our  efforts  on  members  of  the  House- 
Senate  conference  committee  for  the  military  autho¬ 
rization  bill.  Our  goal  was  to  either  eliminate  or 


weaken  the  language  in  order  to  keep  the  door 
dosed  on  future  nuclear  weapons  testing. 

FCNL  organized  both  colleague  organizations  on  the 
Hill  and  grassroots  activists  in  key  districts  and 
states.  In  the  process,  an  estimated  14,000  pieces  of 
mail  and  thousands  of  emails  were  sent  to  activists 
in  districts  and  states  of  selected  members  of  Con¬ 
gress.  This  produced  thousands  of  letters  and  calls 
to  those  offices.  The  volume  of  mail  and  calls  caught 
the  attention  of  Hill  staff.  One  office  even  asked 
FCNL  to  call  off  the  effort  because  it  was  generating 
such  a  response  from  constituents  in  the  state. 

In  the  end,  although  the  research  may  still  go  for¬ 
ward,  FCNL  and  the  arms  control  advocacy  commu¬ 
nity  succeeded  in  shortening  the  length  of  the  study. 
Legislators  also  eliminated  $6  million  in  funds  ear¬ 
marked  for  the  study. 

Much  important  work  has  been  done  during  this 
session  of  Congress  that  will  be  important  to  future 
efforts.  Many  members  of  Congress  have  been  alert¬ 
ed  to  this  issue.  A  number  have  spoken  out  against 
it  and  will  be  prepared  to  challenge  such  legislation 
in  the  future.  ■ 
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Reducing  the  Economic  Disparity  in  the  U.S. 


The  106th  Congress  made  little  progress  in  reduc¬ 
ing  the  disparity  between  the  rich  and  poor  in  the 
U.S.  Several  legislative  initiatives  that  had  the 
potential  to  make  a  difference  became  mired  in 
intense  partisanship. 

Increasing  the  minimum  wage.  Although  both  the 
House  and  Senate  passed  legislation  to  increase  the 
minimum  wage,  both  versions  were  seriously  flawed. 
To  date,  no  minimum  wage  increase  has  been  sent  to 
President  Clinton  for  his  signature. 

The  Senate-passed  measure  would  have  increased 
the  minimum  wage  by  one  dollar,  but  would  have 
spread  this  increase  over  three  years  (instead  of  a 
more  reasonable  two-year  span).  The  Senate  bill  also 
included  $18.4  billion  over  five  years  in  tax  breaks  for 
businesses,  a  provision  intended  to  take  the  sting  out 
of  the  wage  increase. 

The  House-passed  legislation  would  have  increased 
the  minimum  wage  by  one  dollar  over  two  years. 
However,  this  legislation  included  a  hefty  tax  cut  that 
would  primarily  have  benefitted  the  wealthy  by 
reducing  estate  taxes.  Tax  cuts  would  have  amounted 
to  $46  billion  over  five  years  ($122  billion  over  ten). 
Such  tax  cuts,  made  under  the  guise  of  helping  mini¬ 
mum  wage  workers,  would  be  likely  to  increase  the 
economic  disparity  in  the  U.S.,  and  thus  rachet  up  the 
distress  experienced  by  poor  individuals  and  families 
as  they  try  to  subsist  on  minimum  wage  jobs. 

Health  care  and  hunger  relief  for  documented 
immigrants.  Congress  disqualified  documented 
immigrants  from  receiving  food  stamps  and  Medic¬ 
aid  assistance  as  part  of  the  1996  welfare  overhaul.  In 
1998,  Congress  reinstated  eligibility  for  a  group  of  the 
most  vulnerable  documented  immigrants.  However, 
the  majority  of  documented  immigrants  who  meet 
the  means-test  requirements  remain  ineligible  for 
food  stamps,  Medicaid,  or  State  Children's  Health 
Insurance  Program  (S-CHIP)  assistance. 

The  Hunger  Relief  Act  (HRA)  included  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  food  stamp  eligibility  to  documented  immi¬ 
grants  as  one  of  the  bill's  four  major  provisions.  The 
HRA  had  broad,  bipartisan  support  in  both  houses  of 
Congress.  Key  HRA  provisions  to  restore  eligibility 
for  documented  immigrants  were  included  in  the 


Department  of  Agriculture  appropriations  bill  but 
were  subsequently  deleted  from  the  conference 
report  which  was  sent  to  the  President. 

The  Immigrant  Children's  Health  Improvement  Act 
(ICHIA)  was  designed  to  allow  states  to  receive  fed¬ 
eral  reimbursement  if  they  opt  to  cover  lawfully  pre¬ 
sent  pregnant  women  and  children  in  their  Medicaid 
and  S-CHIP  programs.  Like  HRA,  ICHIA  had  bipar¬ 
tisan  support  in  both  houses  of  Congress,  though  it 
faced  opposition  by  the  Republican  leadership. 

As  Congress  reconvenes  for  its  lame-duck  session, 
advocates  are  continuing  to  press  for  immigrant  fair¬ 
ness  provisions  (restoration  of  eligibility  for  both 
food  stamps  and  specified  health  benefits).  Advo¬ 
cates  hope  that  these  provisions  can  be  attached  to 
one  of  the  remaining  FYOl  appropriations  bills  that 
still  await  action. 

Children's  health  care.  The  1996  Balanced  Budget 
Act  and  this  year's  budget  resolution  combined  to 
create  tight  spending  limits  for  human  needs  pro¬ 
grams.  The  Senate  Appropriations  Committee,  find¬ 
ing  itself  short  billions  of  dollars  needed  to  maintain 
current  Labor-HHS  programs,  attempted  to  cut  $1.9 
billion  from  the  State  Children's  Health  Insurance 
Program  (S-CHIP)  for  FYOl. 

The  S-CHIP  funds  to  be  cut  reflected  allocations 
which  some  states  did  not  fully  spend.  However, 
under  S-CHIP  law,  unspent  funds  are  to  be  made 
available  for  redistribution  to  states  that  have  spent 
their  allocation,  so  as  to  provide  health  insurance  to 
more  uninsured  children.  The  $1.9  billion  cut  in 
S-CHIP  funding  would  have  left  an  estimated  two 
million  eligible  children  uninsured. 

Intensive  lobbying  by  child  and  health  care  advocates 
led  senators  to  remove  the  S-CHIP  funding  cuts  from 
the  Labor-HHS  Appropriations  bill. 

Protection  for  patients  in  managed  care  plans. 
Although  both  the  House  and  Senate  passed  man¬ 
aged  care  legislation  in  1999,  the  two  versions  were 
extremely  different.  While  the  House  version  was 
strong  and  comprehensive,  the  Senate  version  was 
considered  by  patient  advocates  to  be  a  sham  patient- 
protection  bill.  Efforts  to  conference  these  two  bills 
were,  not  surprisingly,  unsuccessful.  ■ 
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Native  American  Advocacy 


Increased  funding  for  Indian  programs.  Indian 
program  funding  historically  has  fallen  far  short  of 
needs.  From  1975-2000,  funding  for  most  Indian 
programs  actually  decreased,  when  adjusted  for 
inflation.  The  results  are  evident  in  the  decay  of 
Indian  school  facilities,  many  of  which  don't  meet 
basic  health  and  safety  codes. 

One  of  the  best  pieces  of  legislative  news  this  year 
was  the  President's  request  for  an  additional  $1.2  bil¬ 
lion  for  Indian  programs  in  FYOl.  The  proposed 
14%  increase  was  the  largest  in  years.  After  initial, 
mediocre  funding  proposals  from  Congress,  the 
Administration  and  congressional  leaders  success¬ 
fully  negotiated  an  increase  of  11%  over  FYOO  levels. 
Included  in  the  increase  was  nearly  $300  million  for 
Indian  school  construction. 

Protection  for  Arctic  refuge  remains  tenuous.  This 
year  brought  renewed  efforts  to  open  the  Arctic 
National  Wildlife  Refuge  to  oil  and  gas  exploration. 
The  Arctic  Coastal  Plain  Domestic  Energy  Security 
Act  of  2000,  introduced  by  Sen.  Murkowski  (AK), 
would  have  permitted  oil  drilling  in  the  refuge.  The 


Gwich'in  people,  whose  traditional  subsistence 
lifestyle  depends  on  the  caribou  that  calve  on  the 
coastal  plain,  call  the  area  "the  sacred  place  where 
life  begins."  Although  drilling  in  the  refuge  has 
been  stalled,  several  legislators  have  promised  to 
open  the  area  to  oil  prospecting. 

Taxing  tribal  governments.  For  several  years,  tribes 
have  opposed  attempts  in  Congress  to  tax  tribal  gov¬ 
ernments  and  to  challenge  tribal  tax  jurisdiction. 

The  most  recent  initiative,  HR  1814  and  its  alterna¬ 
tives,  would  have  forced  tribes  to  collect  state  taxes 
on  cigarettes  and  gasoline  sold  on  reservations.  This 
legislation  would  have  inappropriately  granted 
states  political  power  over  tribes.  Diligent  work  by 
tribal  advocates  ensured  that  HR  1814  and  its  alter¬ 
natives  were  withdrawn  or  defeated  in  the  House. 

Health  and  education.  The  reauthorization  of  the 
Elementary  and  Secondary  Education  Act  and  the 
Indian  Health  Care  Improvement  Act,  which  were 
scheduled  to  occur  this  year,  were  not  completed. 
Work  will  continue  on  these  in  the  next  Congress.  ■ 


Apply  To  Be  an  FCNL  Intern 


FCNL  is  looking  for  legislative  interns  for  the  coming  year!  If  you  or  someone  you  know 
is  interested  in  working  on  legislative  and  policy  issues  from  a  spiritual  and  ethical  per¬ 
spective,  supporting  FCNL's  work  on  peace  and  social  justice  issues,  and  experiencing 
life  in  Washington,  DC,  request  an  application  today! 

FCNL  interns  work  full-time  for  eleven  months,  from  September  through  the  end  of  July.  They  receive  a 
subsistence-level  stipend  plus  benefits  (health  coverage,  vacation,  and  sick  leave).  Internships  are  open  to 
individuals  with  a  college  degree  or  equivalent  experience. 

For  more  information  about  the  internship,  please  visit  our  web  site  <www.fcnl.org>.  Click  on  the  but¬ 
ton  labeled  "FCNL's  Internship  Program"  on  the  left-hand  navigation  bar.  You  can  download  a  copy 
of  the  intern  application  in  PDF  format  directly  from  the  web  site.  Or,  contact  Portia  Wenze-Danley  at 
FCNL,  via  email  at  <fcnl@fcnl.org>  or  via  telephone  at  (202)  547-6000.  Completed  application  forms 
are  due  by  March  1,  2001. 
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The  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter  is  Now  Online 


The  complete  text  of  the 
FCNL  Washington  Nezvsletter 
is  now  available  on  FCNL's 
web  site!  Now  it's  easy  to 
get  extra  copies  of  the 
newsletter,  find  articles  on 
the  topics  you  care  about, 
and  share  those  articles  with 
your  friends. 

Just  go  to  FCNL's  web  site  <www.fcnl.org>,  click  on 
the  "Newsletter,  Information,  Resources"  button  on 
the  left-hand  navigation  bar,  and  follow  the  instruc¬ 
tions  provided. 

The  first  time  you  go  to  the  Newsletter  On  the  Web 
(NOW)  site,  you  will  be  asked  to  complete  a  short 
registration  form.  Thereafter,  you  will  be  able  to 
enter  FCNL's  NOW  site  automatically.  There  is  no 
charge  to  register  or  use  the  NOW  site. 

Here's  what  you  will  find  when  you  go  to  FCNL's 
NOW  site. 


■  The  entire  text  of  each  newsletter  is  available  in 
PDF  format.  When  you  print  a  copy,  it  will  be 
formatted  exactly  like  the  Washington  Nezvsletter 
that  you  receive  in  the  mail. 

■  Each  individual  article  is  also  posted  in  typical 
web  (HTML)  format.  The  articles  are  indexed  by 
subject  so  that  you  can  easily  find  all  articles  on  a 
related  topic.  (Great  for  students  doing 
research!) 

■  Each  HTML  article  has  an  email  link  that  will 
enable  you  to  send  a  message  to  a  friend  about 
the  article.  The  email  message  will  contain  a  link 
that  will  bring  your  friend  back  to  the  article  on 
FCNL's  site. 

Come  visit  FCNL's  NOW  site!  Tell  your  friends 

about  it! 

Questions?  Comments?  Need  more  information? 

Please  contact  Chrysanthi  Settlage  at  FCNL 

<chrysanthi@fcnl.org>.  ■ 


Annual  Meeting  Highlights  (continued  from  page  8) 

national  public  policy  issues  of  our  time;  the  virulent 
anti-communism  of  the  McCarthy  era,  the  madness 
of  the  nuclear  arms  race,  and  the  growing  militarism 
within  the  U.S.  As  Executive  Secretary  Emeritus,  Ed 
remains  active  in  legislative  affairs  through  the 
Friends  Committee  on  Maine  Public  Policy. 

Legislative  priorities  approved 

The  General  Committee  also  approved  legislative 
priorities  for  the  107th  Congress.  The  newly-adopt¬ 
ed  priorities  and  FCNL's  plans  for  working  towards 
these  legislative  goals  will  be  featured  in  the  January 
issue  of  the  Washington  Newsletter.  The  legislative 
priorities  for  the  107th  Congress  have  been  posted 
on  FCNL's  web  site.  You  can  access  the  statement 
by  going  to  FCNL's  home  page,  <www.fcnl.org>, 
clicking  on  <Legislative  Policy  and  Priorities>  in  the 
left-hand  navigation  bar,  then  clicking  on  <  107th 
Congress>.  ■ 


Credit  Approved! 

Convenient,  adj.  - 1.  Easy 
to  use  or  deal  with,  not 
troublesome.  2.  With  easy 
access. 

FCNL  offers  a  convenient 
way  to  contribute  that 
saves  you  the  trouble  of  writing  checks  and  is 
environmentally  friendly. 

You  can  support  either  FCNL  or  the  FCNL 
Education  Fund  with  a  VISA  or  a  MasterCard 
donation! 

Donate  online  by  visiting  the  FCNL  website  at 
<www.fcnl.org/suprt/mdx.htm>  or  call  the 
FCNL  Development  staff  toll-free  at 
(800)630-1330. 


i 

L 


FC 

NL 


Friknds  Committee  on 
National  Legislation 
245  Second  Street,  NE 
VNashington,  DC  20(H)2-5795 


Address  Ser\ice  Requested 


Non-Profit  Org. 
U.S.  Postage 
PAID 

Permit  No.  161 
Lynchburg,  VA 


**<»***#»*******>‘f***»‘f***’****’'****3“DIQrT‘  481 

33-  6 
9849 

Periodicals  CheokTln 
University  Miorof tiros  Int  i 

Snn^Arbor^Ml  48106-1346 


INSIDE  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  106TH  CONGRESS 


No.  649,  November/December  2000 


Annual  Meeting  Highlights 


More  than  200  Friends  from  across  the  U.S.  gathered 
in  Washington,  DC,  November  9-11  for  FCNL's  57th 
Annual  Meeting.  The  theme  of  this  year's  sessions 
was  "The  Friends'  Peace  Testimony:  History  or  Pos¬ 
sibility?" 

The  keynote  address  was  given  by  retired  Earlham 
College  president  Landrum  Bolling  who  offered  a 
new  look  at  peacemakers'  responses  to  conflict. 
Robert  Edgar,  former  member  of  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  and  new  General  Secretary  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  commented  on  peace 
church  lobbying  in  the  current  political  landscape. 

Three  panelists  with  experience  in  the  Middle  East 
provided  an  update  on  the  Israel-Palestinian  conflict. 
Jim  Fine,  a  former  member  of  FCNL's  Policy  Com¬ 
mittee,  recently  served  as  interim  head  of  the 
Friends  School  in  Ramallah.  Jim  Matlack  is  director 
of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee's  Wash¬ 
ington  Office.  Jonathan  Evans,  a  member  of  FCNL's 
General  Committee,  formerly  directed  an  interna¬ 
tional  development  and  relief  project  in  the  Middle 
East. 

Rep.  Allen  honored 

The  Edward  F.  Snyder  Peace  Award  for  National 
Legislative  Leadership  to  Advance  Disarmament 
and  the  Building  of  Peace  was  presented  to  Rep. 
Tom  Allen  of  Maine.  The  second-term  representa¬ 
tive  from  Portland  is  a  key  member  of  the  House 
Armed  Services  Committee. 


Rep.  Allen  was  chosen  for  this  year's  award  on  the 
basis  of  his  leadership  on  arms  control  and  disarma¬ 
ment  issues.  Rep.  Allen 

■  led  the  opposition  in  the  House  against  deploy¬ 
ment  of  a  National  Missile  Defense  system  and 
urged  negotiations  with  North  Korea  as  an  alter¬ 
native  to  military  confrontation, 

■  supported  reductions  in  the  nuclear  arsenal  and 
opposed  development  of  new  nuclear  weapons, 
such  as  a  mini-nuke, 

■  spoke  out  against  other  weapons  (such  as  new 
production  of  the  B-2  bomber  and  Trident  D-5 
missile)  and  advocated  a  ban  on  antipersonnel 
landmines. 

Rep.  Allen  has  also  worked  against  discriminatory 
prescription  drug  pricing,  supported  campaign 
finance  reform,  and  supported  strengthening  envi¬ 
ronmental  standards. 

Th^;  award  is  named  for  Ed  Snyder,  a  former  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  FCNL.  Ed  served  as  a  Legislative 
Secretary  from  1955  to  1962.  In  1962,  Ed  succeeded 
E.  Raymond  Wilson  as  Executive  Secretary  of  FCNL, 
a  post  which  he  filled  until  his  retirement  in  1990. 
During  his  thirty-five  years  of  work  with  FCNL,  Ed 
took  on  some  of  the  most  important  and  challenging 

(continued  on  page  7) 


